
"More Than a Dream" 

Yesterday I attended the MLK Day observation at the University of Indianapo-

lis. One of our fellow Trustees, Murvin Enders spoke under the title òMore 

Than a Dreamó and his presentation made the excellent point that we donõt 

remember Martin Luther King, Jr. just for having a dream. We remember him 

because he worked, sacrificed, and ultimately was martyred to bring his 

dream into reality. 

That message is more than a reminder about the greatest civil rights leader of 

the United States, it is a reminder to all of us who seek to preach, teach, and 

live the dream/vision of Jesus Christ. His dream/vision is the Kingdom of God, 

and most of us preacher-types spend our lives preaching and teaching about 

that dream. But to be true followers of Jesus (like Martin Luther King, Jr. mod-

eled his own teaching about peace and non-violence to achieve equal rights 

for all persons after the teachings of Jesus), we must do more than just 

dream or just talk about the dream. We must follow the example of MLK, who 

followed the example of Jesus in living and working for that dream. 

While listening to Mr. Enders, I was reminded of the quote from now-Bishop 

Dick Wills who wrote: òThose who have the courage to dream must also have 

the courage to act. Vision without action is a daydream. Action without vision 

is a nightmare. Glorious vision combined with decisive action can change the 

worldó (from òWaking to Godõs Dreamó). I find that quote to be a powerful re-

minder, just as I found Mr. Endersõ presentation to be so powerful yesterday. 

So, let me ask you to consider: what is your dream? How does your dream fit 

with the dream of Jesus for the Kingdom/reign of God to rule in our world? 

And then, perhaps most importantly, what are you doing to bring your dream 

into reality? 

One way to honor Martin Luther King, Jr. would be for all of us to do more 

than dream ð it would be to turn our dreams in action. 
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Risk-Taking Service 
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Our name was derived from the word òwitnessó. We 

continue providing prayer blankets and shawls for indi-

viduals and children's sweaters given through World 

Vision. This year we gave 30 shawls or blankets to 

friends and members, 50 sweaters and 7 children's 

blankets to our Giving Tree Families. 

This small group was initiated by Sue Ann Wantz and 

Colleen Dixon in 2007. One of our long standing mem-

bers is Virginia Byer. She has made many shawls and 

blankets marked with a tiny cross crocheted by her 

dedicated hands. She also crochets blocks, from all 

those yarn scraps, to create another blanket and often 

adds a sweater to our mailing box. 

Her commitment and participation is inspiration to all of 

us working beside her, learning from an exemplary ser-

vant. Her quiet service and support to others is a bless-

ing to many and we praise God for her special witness. 

We appreciate your continuing contributions of yarn for 

these gifts to others making this ministry live and pro-

vide comfort and support where it is needed.  

We extend an open invitation to anyone to join us in 

making gifts.  Our meetings are the first and third Mon-

days 6:30pm-8:00pm in the church lounge. 

Wit Knits 

Help wanted!  People are needed to cut squares, pin 

squares together, stitch, press, assemble, and knot 

baby blankets which will be donated to A Better Way 

and Hope House which is a home operated by Christian 

Ministries.  

This new mission project will be fun, fast, and easy at 

the same time we meet the needs of babies and tod-

dlers.  Hours will be 9 am to 12 noon, and/or 1 to 4 pm, 

and/or 6:30 to 8:30 pm.  Come when you can, stay as 

long as you can.  First work day is Tuesday, Feb. 14, 

with other days announced in the bulletin. 

The project can use one yard squares of baby print, ei-

ther flannel or cotton, or small pastel prints ready to cut 

into 6 1/2" squares.  Pre-wash all fabric. 

Baby Blanket Blitz will take place in the end of Wesley 

Hall, and be completed by the end of February.  Invite a 

friend or two to help with this outreach project. 

Baby Blanket Blitz 

NOMADS 

Nomads On a Mission Active in Divine Service ð NO-

MADS provide volunteer labor for United Methodist or-

ganizations. NOMADS demonstrate Godõs love through 

our work and by listening to the people with whom we 

work. We do new construction, remodeling, and repairs 

for churches, childrenõs homes, camps, colleges, out-

reach missions and disaster rebuilding. Sound interest-

ing? Check out www.nomadsumc.org/ to find out what 

retirement really looks like! 

Our Mission 

The Mission of College Avenue United 

Methodist Church is to make disciples 

of Jesus Christ for the transformation 

of the world. 

I am proud to report that, in spite of a continuing diffi-

cult financial picture nationally, donations left on our 

Donation Shelves across from Library Room 108 in the 

Education Building continued to pour forth in abun-

dance! During 2011 Elisa and I counted and trans-

ported to Christian Ministries of Delaware County 6,433 

items! This total included donations to the following 

CMDC ministries:   

Pantry --  1,784  

Baby Care Corner --  2,910  

Treasure Shop  --  1,526  

Blanket Cupboard --  32  

Tools for School --  175  

Coats Against the Cold --  6   

Grand Total  --  6,433   

Some of our members also sent monetary contributions 

to CMDC. As a congregation we also contributed to min-

istries of the Muncie Mission through taking our recy-

cled bulletins, office paper and cardboard there.  Thank 

you for continuing your mindful concern through this 

new year for those in our community less fortunate than 

ourselves.  

Many thanks, Pam Jenkins, Chair   288-9890 

Ecumenical Ministry 2011 Report 
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Announcements 

 

¶2/2  12:00pm - Chapel Prayer  

  7:00pm - The Good and Beautiful Life 

¶2/ 6  6:30pm -Wit-Knits 

  7:30pm - Distaffs Chorus Rehearsals 

¶2/ 7  6:30pm - Planet Earth Singers 

  7:00pm - UMW Exec Committee 

¶2/ 8  10:00am - Faith & Works Circle 

¶2/ 9  12:00pm - Chapel Prayer  

  7:00pm- The Good and Beautiful Life 

¶2/11  8:00am - UM Menõs Group 

¶2/14  9:00am- Baby Blanket Blitz 

¶2/15  12:00pm - Prime Timers 

  7:00pm - Ad Council 

¶2/16  12:00pm - Chapel Prayer  

  7:00pm - The Good and Beautiful Life 

¶2/18  8:15am - Fruitful Congregation's Journey Training 

¶2/20  5:30pm - Worship Commission 

  6:30pm - Wit-Knits 

¶2/21  5:30pm - Finance Committee 

  6:30pm - Planet Earth Singers 

  7:00pm - Friendship Circle 

¶2/22  7:00pm - Ash Wednesday Service 

¶2/23  12:00pm - Chapel Prayer  

  7:00pm - The Good and Beautiful Life 

¶2/27  1:30pm - Hospitality Committee 

 7:30pm - Distaffs Chorus Rehearsals 

¶2/28  6:00pm - Missions Commission 

Every Thursday: 6:15pm -  Bell Choir 

  7:30pm - Chancel Choir 

 

CHECK OUT THE EVENTS CALENDAR AT  

WWW.COLLEGE-AVENUE-CHURCH.ORG  

FOR THE LATEST INFORMATION 

Schedule of  Events 

Month Avenews Deadline  

Monday, February 13  

Please send news to the  

Newsletter Committee at 

collegeavenews@gmail.com 

New Directory Available 

A new 2012 directory of names and addresses is 

now available.  Look in the narthex, Wesley Hall, or 

outside the office. 

A big thank you to four helpers who made tele-

phone calls to confirm information:  Joan McShur-

ley, Martha Wolfe, Jane Wiley and Linda Wescott.   

 

If you have a change of address, telephone num-

ber, or email address, please call Nancy Parkison, 

759-8620, or nparkison@aol.com. 

A tip from the Bishopõs Epistle:  If you have an iPhone or 

Droid smart phone, there is a new UMC 

app which gives you daily devotions, 

news, church locator service, etc. It is 

free and a nice app to have with you 

while you travel.  Do a search for UMC. 

Fruitful Congregation Journey (FCJ) is a team-based 

discovery process that helps churches to more effec-

tively carry out their ministry to make disciples of Je-

sus Christ for the transformation of the world. The 

first step of the process helps a church develop effec-

tive leaders. Steps 2 and 3 help a church determine 

what key areas it needs to focus on in order to be-

come more effective and fruitful. This process does 

not use a ñcookie cutterò approach, but allows each 

church to apply the process to its particular ministry 

context.   

Fruitful Congregation Journey 

http://www.college-avenue-church.org/
mailto:collegeavenews@gmail.com?subject=Newsletter%20Submission


Faith-Forming Study 
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Book Club 

UMW Prime Timers 

Menõs Fellowship Group 

  2/7  7:00pm   Executive Comm. Philathea Room  

      Devotions: Kimberly Rybarczyk 

 

  2/8  10:00am Faith and Works Circle, Coffee Bar 

      Program:  Service Project for      

                              College Avenue 

 

  2/12                   Bread Sunday 

 

  2/21  7:00pm   Friendship Circle, Lounge 

    Devotions: Kimberly Rybarczyk 

     Program:  Lee Ann Mengelt, 

     Mission to Haiti  

Meeting: Feb. 11, at 8:00am,  Ball Memorial Hospital 

Cafeteria followed by 

MUNCIE MISSION: WALK A MILE IN MY SHOES EVENT 

The Menõs Fellowship Group will be meeting Saturday, 

February 11 at 8 a.m., at the Ball Hospital cafeteria for 

breakfast and fellowship. Following breakfast, we will 

join the 8th annual walk to the mission--a fund-raising 

event in support of the Muncie Mission. This yearõs walk 

will again begin at 9 a.m., at the Muncie Field House. E-

mail Kerry Shaw at klshaw@anderson.edu for online 

pre-registration or just show up for breakfast that morn-

ing. 

The CAUMC Menõs Fellowship Group meets the second 

Saturday of each month. Mark your calendar and plan 

to attend, this is a great way for men to share their faith 

and support the church. This group is open to all men of 

the church. 

February 7 Book: The Litigators 

  Author: John Grisham 

  Home: Sara Priest 

March 13 Book: We Are Our Mothersõ Daughters 

  Author: Cokie Roberts 

  Home: Bev Kouns 

April 3  Book: The Kitchen House 

  Author: Kathleen Grissom 

  Home: Alexis Armstrong 

Contact Teresa for more information at tclem-

mons@comcast.net or 749-2758. 

Womenõs Study 

Are you craving a practical and inspirational study?  Do you desire to walk more closely with GOD and deepen your 

relationships with your sisters in Christ? 

Join us in College Avenueõs Wesley Hall, beginning Monday, February 27, as we remind one another that GOD will 

never give up on us.  Together, we will explore how Davidõs life proves this through a Beth Moore study entitled 

òDavid:  Seeking a Heart Like Hisó.  This compelling study, designed exclusively for women and facilitated by Paula 

Gast, will begin each Monday at 6:30 p.m. with a video, followed by small group discussions.  Sessions will con-

clude at 8:15 p.m.   

Workbooks ($19.00 each) may be reserved by calling the church office (765-289-7337) prior to the first session.  

Paula will introduce the Lenten study on February 27, and books will be distributed at  that time.  Bring your girl 

friends, and join us for what promises to be an enriching and enjoyable experience! 

The Prime Timers have scheduled a February 15 noon 

meeting in Wesley Hall.  The UMW will prepare lunch 

and Conrad Lane will give the first of a 2-part talk on 

òFaith in Filmsó. He will finish his topic at our March 21 

meeting.  Call the church office so we can make lunch 

plans for you. Join us for food, learning and fellow-

ship...bring a friend! 

mailto:tclemmons@comcast.net?subject=Book%20Club
mailto:tclemmons@comcast.net?subject=Book%20Club
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Childrenõs Ministries 

Sunday, February 12, visit the Narthex or the 

Coffee Bar to pick up flowers for your special 

someone!  Childrenõs Ministries will be selling red, 

white, and pink carnations for $2.50 each.  All 

proceeds benefit Childrenõs Ministries.  

Third Annual Carnation Sale 

2/2  Owen Lamb 

2/16  Bryce Carmichael 

2/28  Matthew Schaller 

For it is God who works in you to will and  

to act in order to fulfill his good purpose. 

Ages 4-11 now have their own worship ser-

vice!  Junior Church has been transformed to 

give children an opportunity to worship God 

and take part in the service.  Junior Church is 

currently at 9:00am during the Café Service, 

but we are hopeful in also offering it during 

the 11:10am Traditional Service.  Those inter-

ested in leading this exciting adventure 

should contact Nichole Call, 273-7266 or 

nicholecall.cac@gmail.com. 

mailto:nicholecall.cac@gmail.com?subject=Junior%20Church
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The College Avenews 

Council Reports 

Finance Committee Report 

Worship Attendance  

 12/25  1/1  1/8  1/15  12/24  

9:00am   50 55  

11:10am 

Traditional 

79 85 107 145  

Childrenõs 

Christmas 

119     

Christmas 127     

Total 79 85 157 200 246 

We continued on the positive side in November.   Revenues for November were $30,499 compared to the budget 

of $30,322.   Actual expenses for November were $30,350  compared to the budget of $30,322.  This gave us a 

surplus for the month of $249.   This increases the surplus for the year to $30,485.  The December financial state-

ments should be finished soon, and we are very optimistic that we will run a surplus for the year. 

The financial campaign is now complete with 130 pledges totaling $344,946 compared to 124 pledges totaling 

$328,578 received last year.  We are very grateful to all of you who responded in such a positive manner.   You will 

be receiving a copy of the 2012 church budget with your fourth quarter giving report.  Almost all of the budget in-

creases made possible by the increased pledges has been allocated to the program areas. 

As of January 1, we have also paid off the mortgage on the Wesley House.    

The Finance Committee, January 17, 2012 

Memorials 

Thank You to All  

Our Email Subscribers 

Did you know that  
subscribing via email saves about 
$1000 yearly on printing costs? 

 
Help us increase our savings!!! 

Email  
collegeavenews@gmail.com  

to become an email subscriber. 

College Avenue UMC has recently received the following 

memorials: 

In memory of Betty Broyles: Elaine Smith. 

In memory Graydon Heuman: Julia Heuman, Julia Oliver, 

Cleo & Judy Weibel, Jim & Virginia Hower, Dean & Shirly 

Weibel, Jim & Judy Marine, John & Margaret Peters, 

Rick & Kay Exley, Whitinger & Company. 

In memory of Ellen Osborne:  Daryl & Rosalie Adrian, 

Pam & Elise Jenkins, Sarah & Carl Warnes.  

In memory of Margaret Phillips:  Hope Barnes, Larry & 

Becki Clock. 

In memory of Jim Vellengaõs mother:  Carl & Sarah War-

nes. 

In memory of Kay Waggoner:  Daryl & Rosalie Adrian, 

Hope Barnes, Ralph & Betty Bushey, Larry & Becki 

Clock, Chuck & Carol  Carole Dyke, Joe Jackson, Pam & 

Elise Jenkins, Conrad & Martha Lane, Julia Oliver, Ar-

lene Sanford, Carl & Sarah Warnes. 

Next Administrative Council meeting is 

Wednesday, February 15 at 7:00pm. 


